Pathological-radiological correlations: pathological and radiological correlation of endobronchial neoplasms: part II, malignant tumors.
The majority of lung neoplasms are malignant. Many of these are central and have an associated endobronchial component. Most such neoplasms are of surface epithelial origin; however, neoplasms of submucosal gland, mesenchymal, and lymphoreticular origin may also demonstrate an endobronchial component. Because of their endobronchial location and associated symptoms, these patients often present at an earlier stage than purely parenchymal lung malignancies. The radiographic features in such cases may be similar to those associated with benign endobronchial tumors; however, there are certain radiological signs that are more suggestive of a malignant process. Despite these circumstances, conservative management such as endoscopic excision are inappropriate in most instances. The clinicopathologic and radiological features of these lesions are detailed.